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Approved Public Works Committee Minutes July 9, 2018 

 

Call to Order: Chairperson Lederer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Roll Call: On call of the roll members present were Chair Mark Lederer, Rick Chappell, Cara Coburn 

Faris and Chris Petykowski, .Yang Tao and Tracy Bailey were excused.  Others present included, Village 

Engineer Brian Berquist, and Village Administrator Karl Frantz.  

  

Note compliance with open meeting law: Compliance with the open meeting law was noted.  

 

Consider approval of previous meeting minutes – The minutes were deferred to the next meeting. 

 

Update on 2018/19 projects – Due to time constraints and in the absence of a June meeting of 

the Public Works Committee, Mr. Lederer reported that the Village Board approved the sealcoat 

and street striping projects as recommended by the staff on sections of Shorewood Blvd., 

Bowdoin Road, Edgehill Drive and Lake Mendota Drive at their June meeting.  

 

Results of speed volume study on Shorewood Boulevard, Edgehill Drive, Lake Mendota 

Drive, University Bay Drive and Oxford Road and any recommendations – Brian Berquist 

reviewed the summary information he had prepared utilizing the raw data from the County. The 

summary is attached to these minutes. Where comparable data exists, the reports shows a 

decrease in speeds from recent Village measurements and also shows a marked decreased 

volumes and speeds compared with the 1988 study. 85th percentile speeds on LMD, UBD, 

Shorewood Boulevard and Edgehill Drive, the Village busiest residential streets, are all at or 

below 25 miles per hour. The previous Village data had some 85th % speeds at 26-27 mph. It is 

possible that the calibration of the older Village equipment was off. The 85th % speeds of traffic  

going down the hill on Oxford was 26 mph. Frantz stated speed humps such as those used  in 

Madison are designed to bring 85th % speeds down to 25 mph. To decrease speeds below that 

would likely require more severe humps. Committee members were generally pleased to see 

these results. Frantz also said the Village was unable to use its counters to do Topping, 

Columbia, Swarthmore and Blackhawk as requested by the Committee because the equipment 

software was not working properly and it is no longer supported by the manufacturer.  

 

Cara Coburn Faris was curious to know if the 85th speeds on Edgehill Drive could be further 

reduced by installing speed hump(s) and after discussion offered a motion that the Village install 

its portable speed hump and engage the County to take traffic counts and speeds for two weeks at 

locations #4 and #5 on Brian Berquist’s map with and without the temporary speed hump in 

place. Rick Chappell seconded the motion. Karl Frantz was hopeful that the County could do the 

counts for $200 or so based on the fact that they had done all of the previous streets at two 

locations for $2,000.00. He also noted that installation of the temporary speed hump would 

involve drilling holes in the street.  

 

There was discussion  that normally speed humps are placed in sequence as vehicles  tend to 

speed up after going over one if there is not another. Mark Lederer expressed his concern that 

that the recorded, recent speeds do not seem to indicate a problem relative to both the 

Committee’s internal policy statement on the subject and historic speeds and therefore, it was 

unclear what was the purpose of this exercise and whether it worth the cost? 
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Some Committee members felt there was no harm to check and see what the impacts would be as 

long as the expense was nominal.  

 

The motion passed 3-1 with Mark Lederer voting no. 

 

Consider whether to have contractor replace raised crosswalk on University Bay Drive due 

to height deviance – Brain Berquist stated that the raised crosswalk was marginally lower than 

what was speced and the Village could have it taken out and replaced or take a 25% credit on the 

cost of it. Rick Chappell seconded by Cara Coburn Faris moved to take the 25% credit. The 

motion passed 4-0. 

 

Discussion and possible recommendation on Village traffic calming policies and potential 

survey – Cara Coburn Faris stated she would continue to work on a survey. Karl Frantz said he 

would be also be available to help  

 

Next meeting date and agenda items – The next meeting will be the second work of September 

and a poll will be sent out. One agenda item will be to obtain cost estimate(s) on replacing the 

Village speed and traffic counters.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 


