
Village of Shorewood Hills 
August 2018 Flood Event 
Board Meeting Briefing 
9/6/18 
 

1. Basin Overview 
a. Historic studies 

i. 1997 Study proposed 9-ft tunnel to Lake Mendota for $7M (~$12.6M in 2018 
dollars) 

ii. 2001 Study and Task Force went with floodwall approach 
b. 1180 acres drain to University Avenue/Midvale 

i. ~84% in Madison 
ii. ~16% in Shorewood Hills  

c. All drains to Willow Creek outlet into Lake Mendota 
2. Storm Water Management System Overview 

a. Storm sewers 
i. Route overview 

1. 12’x5’ down Midvale 
2. 12’x5’ east down Locust to Shorewood Blvd 
3. 15’x5’ along RR tracks from Shorewood Blvd to Marshall/Ridge 
4. 15’x6’ east of Marshall/Ridge 
5. 2nd Box culvert added in 2009, stops at Shorewood Blvd 

b. Flood Protection 
i. Garden Homes Floodwall/Check Valve (Elev = ~887) 

ii. Railroad tracks (Elev = ~894 at Garden Homes down to ~881 at Pool) 
3. Event Overview 

a. >9.5 inches in ~ 8 hours 
b. 1% (100-year) storm is 6.63 inches in 24 hours 
c. 9.5 inches over 1180 acres = 40.6 M cubic feet (934 acre feet) 
d. Timeline 

i. 4 PM heavy rains started 
ii. ~10:00 PM University Avenue floods, closing check valve at Locust 

iii. ~10:30 PM 
1. Floodwall at Garden Homes overtops 
2. Railroad ballast at Shorewood Blvd and Pool is breached 

e. Inundation levels 
i. Garden Homes Elev = ~888.3 

ii. Shorewood Blvd/Tally Ho Elev = ~883.0 
iii. Pool Area Elev = ~880.7 

 
 



Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User

Community, Esri, HERE, DeLorme, MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, Esri, HERE, DeLorme, MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS user
community
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