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Scout Park Proposal 
Unleashed Pet Exercise Area 

Final Draft - July 2020 

 

Overview 

The Village of Shorewood Hills (VoSH) Rec Committee put together this document in hopes of establishing 

a thriving, off-leash pet exercise area in our community.  This space will provide well-behaved dogs (and 

their well-behaved humans) a safe, clean environment to exercise and socialize in.  The Scout Park space 

will be well maintained; have clear hours, rules and regulations; and will be understated and unadvertised. 

 

Call to Action 

Over the last 10 years, there have been several changes worth noting in the Village: 

● Many have moved into the neighborhood with population growth from 1,572 to 2,202.   

● Dogs are popular and at any time, you will see people out walking with them.  

● Our neighbors in University Housing are now allowed to have canine companions, as do most of 

the new apartments in the Village.  

● Many areas lack sidewalks so our furry friends and their walkers are in the street.  

● Available green space for dogs is limited and has become increasingly so --   

○ The elementary school no longer tolerates dogs on its property; 

○ University Bay Fields, a favorite for running, has started ticketing; 

○ The Lodge residents find themselves unable to use the green space nearby after the golf 

course raised concerns during the offseason; and  

○ Arbor Crossing residents now face a six-foot (railroad-required) fence blocking previously 

used green space.  

 

History: 

The Recreation Committee, as well as a Parks Committee liaison, met numerous times to evaluate the 

feasibility of an unleashed area in VoSH for pets to exercise and socialize in.  All VoSH-owned properties 

were evaluated and of those, three potential sites were identified - Post Farm, McKenna Park and the 

quarry.  Pros and cons considered in evaluating locations included: proximity to homes, designations, 

ground cover, drainage, sun/deep shade, accessibility and size.   All three sites were considered underused 

and with a buffer from homes.  Post Farm was selected as the top choice - it’s available, has low/no-

density of homes, is located between retail and park space, is accessible and in a prime location, is 

underused and it is already partially fenced.    

 

This document is to inform the committees, the public and other stakeholders on the details of the 

proposal as we seek their input- input that will be used by the Rec Committee to decide as to whether or 

not we should recommend moving forward. 
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Objectives: 

● Allow owners an option to interact with fellow dog-owners, establishing a greater sense of 

community within our Village. 

● Support our Sustainability Plan by providing residents a walkable option. 

● Provide socialization opportunities for dogs and people to hone better relationships. 

● Provide a safe environment for our canine friends to maintain a healthy, active lifestyle. 

● Increase new services to match the increase in population and dog ownership. 

● Address changing demographics. 

● Acknowledge the desire and need for such a park. 

 

Happy Dogs and Happy Residents 

Being able to socialize while off-leash allows dogs to interact and play in a safe environment. This sort of 

socialization helps dogs develop healthy relationships with other dogs as well as humans, encouraging 

them to learn how to behave at and away from the park. Allowing dogs to run freely helps them to expend 

their energy in a productive and controlled manner. Dogs who get regular exercise live healthier lifestyles 

and tend to be calmer in public. 

 

A Sense of Community Between People 

Creating a common place for dog owners to bring their pets initiates socialization between owners as well.  

Informal dog gatherings have provided a deep sense of community among users and by having a space 

that has been created specifically for owners and their dogs people are apt to make an effort to take care 

of the special place by keeping it clean and safe. 

 

Requirements: 

In designing a dog park, and to ensure a place to play and expend energy without endangering or aggravating 

people, property or wildlife, the following minimal requirements must be met: (Details found in the 

attachments.)  

● Rules and Recommendations 

○ Must follow Dane County Parks Dog Parks Rules & Recommendations  

● User Requirements 

○ Must have current dog license and Scout Park license or day pass.  

○ Must be up-to-date with their veterinarian. 

○ Must not have behavioral or aggression issues. 

● Entry Gates and Signage 

○ Must post clear signage stating rules and regulations. 

○ Dogs must be on a leash until they are inside of the park. 

○ Gate must have a latch lock and be double entry for extra security. 

● Fencing 

○ Must be 4 to 6 feet high. 

○ Should consider a separate area for small dogs elsewhere. 

○ Should be understated and of minimal design. 
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● Clean up 

○ Must provide eco-bags via a refillable dispenser. 

○ Must have covered trash cans. 

○ Must organize an annual volunteer clean up to get the park ready for use. 

● Water, Benches and Shade 

○ Should have a bench and/or picnic table for owners to use. 

○ Should have some shade covering achieved ideally through trees. 

○ Should provide some sort of water at the park; a cooler and bowl would suffice. 

● Maintenance 

○ Must appoint recreational staff and/or a volunteer to oversee the space. 

○ Must be mowed, mulched and maintained as needed. 

○ Must have regularly scheduled trash pickup. 

 

Estimated Costs 

The estimated overall cost to establish Scout Park depends on the options and will range between $20,000 

to $35,000 maximum.  Costs are broken out in the attachments. 

 

Funding: 

To set up Scout Park and to provide the required amenities we need to have the funds.  There are many 

different options for funding the setup and maintenance - Village investment, donations, fundraisers, 

partnering and operational fees are all options.   

 

Ideally, any fees would cover the ongoing maintenance and supplies.    

 

For example, the City of Madison Dog Parks require a Permit represented in the form of a dog tag. 

Fees: Annual Permit Tag $35, Senior or Disabled Permit Tag $17, Additional or Replacement Permit 

Tag $17, Daily Fee $5 (as an “honorable donation” at Village Hall) 

 

Maintenance: 

We propose seeking a volunteer, similar to the Land Rec or 4-Corners director.  This volunteer will help in 
the year-round efforts and will help coordinate an annual Spring Clean-Up to spread mulch, pick up litter, 
trim around the fences and scoop up waste if necessary. Supplies will be provided and weather/conditions 
permitting, the clean up will be held from 9-11am on the first Saturday in April. Ongoing maintenance will 
be handled by the Public Works Department and will include, as needed, mowing, mulching and garbage 
removal.   
 

Related Projects: 

The pedestrian path that runs from Harvard thru Post Farm is planned to be re-done and will include a 

stretch to the Scout Park entrance at that time.  The existing fencing at the proposed location may also be 

in need of replacement.  Remaining foundation from the Scout Shack will be used for the picnic table and 

water area with no associated cost. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

 

 

Attachment  Notes 

Committee Members  

Communication Plan  

Draft of Letters To be updated and edited as needed by Village Staff. 

Estimated Costs To be reviewed and updated by Village Staff. 

Rules and 
Recommendations 

 

Map of Proposed Site To be updated!!! 

Survey Will include responses when finalized. 

Petition Will include responses when finalized. 

Sample Provisions  
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Recreation Committee Mission and Members 

 

“The Recreation Committee aims to facilitate multi-generational recreational opportunities in the areas of 

sports, appreciation of our natural environment and the arts. The committee supports the work of activity 

specific recreational committees and ad hoc interest groups as needed. The Committee is the steward for 

the Village recreational resources ensuring that residents have full access and take full advantage of our 

neighborhood treasures.” 

The Recreation Committee shall: oversee, coordinate, and advise the Village Board on the operations of all 

Village recreation programs, related to staffing and budget development and implementation issues, 

capital improvements planning for all recreational facilities, and assessing the recreational needs of the 

Village {Village Ordinance 2.02(10)(b)8.}. 

 

Committee 
Member 

Original Appt/ 

End of Term 

Phone 

Number 

 Tracy Bailey - Elected 520-5512 

 Santhia Brandt 2011 2014 334-7336 

 Andy Alexander 2011 2014 770-0375 

 Gloria Beach 2015 2018 293-3108 

 Andy Curtiss  2019 2022 772-1637 

 Erin Clune 2019 2022 320-4416 

 Peter Wickman 2019 2022 669-6789 

Parks Liaison:   

David Boutwell 

-- -- 212-203-7443 

* Committee members whose terms expire continue to serve at the will of the committee/board until they are reappointed or replaced. 
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Communication Plan 

 

 

 

Group Point Person Mode Date 

Present to Board Tracy Bailey Meeting July 20, 2020 

Committee Chairs  
-add to Agendas 

Chairs Meeting August  

Neighbors: 
-Harvard 
-Swarthmore 
-Columbia 
-La Brioche 

Rec Committee / 
Staff 

Letter 1 August 

Partners/Sponsors: 
-The Lodge 
-The Boulevard 
-Arbor Crossing 
-700 UBD 
-Blackhawk Country Club 
-Shackelton Condos 
 

Rec Committee / 
Staff 

Letter 2 August 

Community Groups: 
-Garden Club 
-Community League 
-Shorewood Hills Elementary  

Rec Committee / 
Staff 

Letter 1 August 

Public Rec Committee / 
Staff 

-Info Session 
-Survey 
-Facebook 
-Bulletin 
-Bulletin Boards 
-Nixle 
-Apartment Flyer 

September 

Recreation Committee Vote Tracy Bailey Meeting October 

Motion to Board, if advanced Tracy Bailey Meeting November 
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Estimated Costs of Scout Park Set-Up and Maintenance 

DRAFT 

-- to be edited by Village staff -- 

 

 

Item Required Village Town & Country 

Signage 

Welcome Sign  $1,000 

Rules Sign x 

Contact Info Sign x 

Partner/Sponsor Sign  tbd  

Fencing  

Whole area x tbd $16,000 

Double entry gate x tbd $2,500 

Equipment 

Waste Bag Dispenser x $200 $5,000 

Garbage Can x $200 

Water Cooler & Bowl  $100 

Picnic Table  $700 

Set-Up and Maintenance 

Clearing/Grubbing x tbd $2,500 

Mowing x Paid by fees n/a 

Garbage removal x Paid by fees n/a 
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Dane County Parks  

Dog Park Rules and Recommendations 
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Proposed Site Map 

-- to be updated!!! -- 
 

 
 

Sites Considered 

*Many sites were removed from consideration due to size, land restrictions, high density, and/or location. (See December 2019 

Rec Committee minutes.) 

 

Site Pros Cons 

Post Farm Spacious; neighborhood hub; underused space; 
some fencing; commercial neighbors; grass; natural 
shade; accessibility 

Some impact to natural area 

Quarry Park Already used by some; private; low density; 
underutilized; spacious; few homes 

Location; natural habitat; sound/echo; 
more fencing and sidewalk needs 

McKenna Park Available; some pavement exists under; cleared out 
vegetation 

 

Bradley Park Available Lots of residents; current play area; 
future planning 

Sam Roth Available Small; entrance to village 

Koval Woods Available Very wet; heavily wooded; no grass 
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Sample Provisions 

 

  

     

   
 


