
 
During the presentation, three neighborhood layout alternatives were presented. This exercise is 
designed to get your thoughts on the advantages and disadvantages of each option as well as any 
additional thoughts you might have on these or other potential configurations. Working by yourself and 
in groups, please follow the steps below to complete the worksheets. 
 
Step 1 (10 minutes): On your own, complete all three worksheets, listing as many advantages and 
disadvantages as you can for each alternative as well as providing any additional thoughts you may have 
on the last page of the packet concerning the future layout of the neighborhood. In evaluating the 
alternatives, consider criteria such as the following: 

• Potential affordability to buyers/renters 
• Creating a sense of community 
• Providing useable open space 
• Providing access to light for each unit 
• Compatibility with remaining homes in the Garden Homes neighborhood 
• Compatibility with surrounding development 
• Compatibility with potential future redevelopment of other areas within the Garden Homes 

neighborhood 
• Efficient use of existing infrastructure streets, bike trail, public transit, utilities, etc. 
• Furtherance of regional initiatives to use infill development to limit sprawl/expansion of the 

urbanized area 
 
Step 2: Designate someone at the table to be a recorder to write down responses on the Master 
Worksheets in the following steps. 
 
Step 3 (10 minutes): Go around the table and have each person offer their two top advantages and two 
top disadvantages starting with the Existing Street Alternative. Have the recorder write those on the 
corresponding Master Sheet. If someone already has offered one of your top advantages/disadvantages, 
offer ones that are not already on the list. Have each person provide a brief explanation as to why these 
advantages/disadvantages are important to them.  
 
Step 4 (20 minutes total): Repeat the process first for the Pocket Neighborhood Alternative and then 
the East-West Orientation Alternative, taking them one at a time. 
 
Step 5 (5 minutes): Once all of the advantages and disadvantages for each of the alternatives are listed 
on their respective Master Sheets, pass the Master Sheets around the table and have each person place 
dots on their top two advantages and top two disadvantages for each alternative. Have the recorder 
tally the number of dots for each entry. 
 
Step 6 (10 minutes total for all groups): Select someone at the table to share the results with all of the 
other groups. 
 

  

SHOREWOOD HILLS GARDEN HOMES NEIGHBORHOOD 
NEIGHBORHOOD LAYOUT ALTERNATIV ES 

EVALUATION WORKSHEETS 
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Advantages: 
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 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
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Disadvantages: 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
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 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
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Please offer any other thoughts and ideas on potential Neighborhood Layout Alternatives below. 
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