WHERE DID THE RESIDENT BEAR COME FROM?

The large carved animal sculpture came from a tree trunk ¥
of a red oak that had been growing in Four Corners park
for approximately 120 years before it succumbed to oak [
wilt in 2011. Decades of children have sat or played un- |
der the tree’s towering canopy.

legacy and the conflicts the seating structure brought
about if one tried to remove and replant. The Village %
Forester notified staff and Village Committees about the J
oak and options to remove or salvage the log. The trunk
of the red oak was straight and in remarkable condition [
given the size, species, and age. Carving a sculpture §
from the trunk was one of the alternatives in lieu of
using the log for firewood or lumber. Many people felt it
would be a shame to not utilize the oak in way that
preserved its legacy.

The Four Corners Parents Committee specifically took
interest in the idea of creating a sculpture or some kind [FES==
of art project for the summer recreation program. After &=
discussion between staff and Parks Committee, the
Forester began researching tree carving options and
acquiring estimates. In the end, the Village decided to
hire Jamie Doeren, owner of ‘Sculpture by Doeren’,
; x " 7 TR Y 7F to carve the §
a8 S ’ sculpture
{ primarily illustrating Wisconsin native animals
(www.jamiedoeren.com).

Challenges included excavating the root system, installing a concrete
pad in the park, building a stage platform and seating area, and
moving the 4,500 1b sculpture itself. The Village received financial
consideration and assistance from South Central Contracting, Ideal
Builders, the Shorewood Hills League and the Village Crew.

The Four Corners resident bear is now resting comfortably in the park
and enjoyed the summer recreation program this year.

— August 2014
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