
VILLAGE OF SHOREWOOD HILLS
810 Shorewood Boulevard
Madison, WI 53705-2115

Office Use Only
Variance Petition
No.

Zoning Appeal and Petition for Review

250

WI 53705

(State) (Zip)

WI 53711

(State) (Zip)

Merz

(City)

Plan Number(s): _

A. Owner and Agent Information Application fee: $ _

Owner's Name: _B_a_rb_a_r_a_M_e_r_z Phone No.: 602-432-7135

P.O. Address: 3400 Topping Rd Shorewood Hills

(Street) (City)

Agent, Architect or Engineering Firm: Brian Hodgson - Brian H Remodeling

P.O. Address: 5314 Hammersley Rd Madison--- - - ---- - - ---- - - --- -
(Street)

Contact Person: Brian Hodgson

Firm's Phone No.: _6_0_8_-5_1_5_-_38_9_2 Firm's Fax No.: _N_ /A _

B. Property Information:

Property Address: 3400 Topping Rd Occupancy Use.: Single Family

Parcel Key No.: Zoning Classification: _

1. Has a previous appeal or petition been made with respect to this property?

Yes: No: X If Yes , state the nature of the appeal: _

Check the appeal's disposition: 0 Granted 0 Denied Disposition date: _

2. Identify all non-conforming structural and / or land uses existing on the property:

The current garage's West wall is 2' into the existing setback

3. Each petition or appeal must be accompanied by an accurate, detailed scale drawing indicating

the location of the property, showing the dimensions and existing improvements on the property,

including dimensions (of existing and proposed improvements) in relation to all lot lines ,

topographical features (if appropriate) and abutting properties and existing improvements, and

clearly indicating the area(s) affected by the proposed variance.

C. Petition for Variance: The undersign. d petitioner(s) acknowledge(s) (s)he has read the following

Standards for Variances which the Zoning Board of Appeals shall employ to make its findings
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Village of Shorewood Hills Zoning Appeal and Petition

based on evidence presented to it, and, further, (s)he understands all of the following conditions

must be present:

a. Literal enforcement of the Zoning Ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship or

practical difficulty.

b. Granting a variance will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to other

property or improvements in the neighborhood.

c. The proposed variance will not be contrary to the spirit and general purposes of the

Zoning Ordinance.

The undersigned petitioner(s) request(s) a variance from the standards and requirements of the

Zoning Ordinances as follows:

15 foot side yard setbackThe standard(s) established by Sec., which requires: ---= cannot1.

be entirely satisfied. In lieu of complying exactly with the Code, the following variance IS

requested: The new proposed addition would infringe upon the 15' side yard setback by I' 8"

on the edge closest to the garage, and I' 4" on the edge furthest from the garage. Request is to

allow the 13' 4" - 13' 8" setback needed to construct the addition.

2. The following special conditions exist on the subject property which would present practical

difficulty or unnecessary hardship if a variance is not granted: See Additional Space below

3. The proposed variance is not contrary to the public interest, and will not endanger public safety

or welfare because: It does not affect the neighboring properties' vista, property access or

egress.

4. The requested variance will be in accord with the spirit of the zoning ordinance because:

The existing garage is already build 2' into the side yard setback and the new addition will

be at most I' 8". Due to the configuration of the home and lot only this addition is possible.

5. The variance, if granted, will cause substantial justice to be done because: The homeowner

can improve the value of the property, improve the usability of the home and improve the

existing roofline aesthetic.

Verification - Petition is Valid Only if Notarized

Note: Petitioner(s) must be the property owner(s) or an agent authorized by the owner(s)
to act on behalf of the owners(s).
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Village of Shorewood Hills Zoning Appeal and Petition

I (we), Brian Hodgson being duly sworn , state as
(Print / Type Names)

petitioner(s) I (we) have read the foregoing petition, and I (we) believe it to be true and I (we) have
significant ownership rights in the subject property or have been authorized by the owner(s) to file this
petition.

Signature of Owner / Petitioner

~ 1<,~1~
Signa ure of Owner / Petitioner

, In, 20 2 0

Subscribe and sworn to me this
---=~------

Day of [v (V
I/J 1
r./(;('7 f County, Wisconsin.

NotaryPUbliC :~~
My Commission expires: :;)-5 -DC[)I

KARLA ENDRES
NOTARY PUBLIC

STATE OF WISCONSIN

Additional space is provided here for more narrative - kindly reference the section to which the

narrative applies:

2. The following special conditions exist on the subject property which would present practical
difficulty or unnecessary hardship if a variance is not granted:

A.Roofline aesthetic & roof construction hardship: To make the addition conform to the 15' setback would not allow a
practical or aesthetically pleasing roofline. The edge of the addition needs to meet the edge of the existing garage in
order for the addition roofline to be feasible.

B. Bedroom usability hardship: The bedroom and bathroom involved in the addition are not functionally usable. The
bedroom has an exterior door to the garage which makes the entrance to the garage unusable when the room is
occupied. The new addition solves this by moving the door to a hallway. The addition must extend to the edge of the
garage in order for a hallway to be possible while still having enough room for the bedroom.

C.Bathroom usability hardship: The existing bathroom in the area of the addition is the only bathroom available to
guests and is not configured in any way that someone with ADA needs can use it. The floor area of the bathroom must
be increased in order to allow wider clearances and specific fixtures to accomodate the homeowner's guests. In order for
the floor area to be sufficiently increased and to allow for the bedroom and hallway to be of sufficient size, the addition
must extend to the edge of the existing garage.

D. Property value hardship: Due to the configuration of the existing bedroom and bathroom in the area of the proposed
addition, the house is effectively a 2 bedroom instead of a 3 bedroom. While the bedroom technically meets code to be
used as such, a potential buyer would likely not consider using the room for that purpose and this therefore decreases
the value of the property and may hamper the homeowner's ability to sell it in the future .
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Village of Shorewood Hills

Additional space (continued):

Zoning Appeal and Petition

Office Use Only

Date Filed: 1-~7",(),O Amt. Raid:cQ6 D - Receipt #: D[).~~~ \tec d by:~
(initial)

otice of Public Hearing po ted and mailed on: by: _
(initial)

Board of Appeals - ubmitted on: ; approved I denied on: _
(date)
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PLAT OF SURVEY
Lot 215 of Shorewood Third Addit ion, being part of the Southeost and Nort heast 1/45 of the Southeast
1/4 ot Sectio n 17, Town 7 Nor th, Range 9 £ast, Village of Shorewood Hills, Dane County, Wisconsin.

I hereby cert ify that this survey complies with Chapter A- £ 7 of the Wisconsin Administra tive Code,
tha t I have surveyed, mo num ented and mapped the lands described hereon, and that this map is a
correct representation thereof in accordance with the information pro vided.
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Brian H Remodeling
5314 Hammersley Road
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NOTES:
1.) Bearings are referenced to the Wisconsin
County Coordinate System, Dane County
Zone, NAD83 (2011), in which the North tine
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2 .) Recorded data, when different than
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Let 215 or Shore wood Third AddiUon . being part cUhe Southeast and North east 1/.45 of the Southeast 114 of Section 17, Town 7 North ,
Rang e 9 East, Village of Shorew ood Hilts. Dane County, WIsconsin .

I hereby certify that this survey complies wilh Chapter A·E 7 of the IA'isconsin Admin istra tive Code, Ihat I have surv eyed. monumented
and mapped the lends described hereon , end that this map is a correct representation thereof in accordance with the information
prov1ded .
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Village of Shorewood Hills Mail - RE: Zoning Review

ail David Sykes <dsykes@shorewood-hills.org>

RE: Zoning Review
1 message

Brian Berquist <brian@tceng ineers.net>
To: David Sykes <dsykes@shorewood-hills.org>

David-

You bet - here is the 3400 Topping Road review.

Thu, Jul 23, 2020 at 6:12 AM

They have plenty of floor area to spare, lot coverage, and are easily compliant with roof height on the single story
structure.

The problem is they have an exist ing encroachment on the sideyard (setback is 13 ft, compared to 15 ft required) . The
plans propose to continue that encroachment with the addition, but the code does not allow for expanding the amount of
non-conformance.

I recommend the addition be trimmed back to fit, or they would need to apply for a variance.

Feel free to call with any quest ions.

Regards,

Brian

Brian R. Berquist, P.E., President

brian@tcengineers.net

Town & Country Engineering, Inc.

2912 Marketplace Drive, Suite 103

Mad ison, WI 53719

(608) 273 -3350 Cell: (608) 219-6768

From: David Sykes [mailto:dsykes@shorewood-hills .org]
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 1:49 PM


