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Village of Shorewood Hills 

Parks Committee 

Meeting Minutes - DRAFT 

Tuesday, January 28, 2025 - 5:30pm 

Location: Virtual Only 

 
1. Call to Order: Chair Carol Barford called the meeting of the Parks Committee to order at 

5:33pm. 

 

2. Roll Call: Committee members present included Carol Barford, Kathie Brock, David 

Boutwell, Nancy Heiden, Jeremy Rogers, Jan Tymorek and Mei Hu (Garden Club Liaison) 

Absent: Roma Lenehan - excused 

Also in attendance were Village Administrator Brian Mooney, Forester Patrick Finnegan, 

and Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Chrissy Kahl 

 

3. Note compliance with open meeting law: Kahl confirmed the meeting was properly 

posted. 

 

4. Approve of Minutes – Tuesday, December 17, 2024:  Heiden moved, Tymorek 

seconded to approve the meeting minutes with a correction to the name spelling for 

Sylvia Marek in item #12. Motion carried. 

 

5. Public Comments: This is an opportunity for community members to speak to the 

Committee.  No discussion or action may take place at this time and speakers may be limited 

to three minutes: None. 

6. Monthly Forester’s Report: Finnegan highlighted the Forester’s report.  Discussion 

included: seed mixes available; submittal of Forester's report to the Village Board monthly 

meeting packet. 

 

7. Discussion and possible action on the Community Forestry Management Plan: Barford 

congratulated Finnegan on getting the plan completed.  She would like to give the 

community time to review the plan. Discussion included: Optimized tree planting program-

be clear about planting native species; move management section to towards the front of the 

plan; update the marina is a special use to the park; mature tree maintenance for budget 

purposes; copy editing (Carol & Kathie).  David and Patrick will handle substantive content. 

 

8. Discussion of Horticulturist job posting: Barford introduced this item.  Discussion 

included: should the job be advertised as an Assistant Forester that includes horticultural 

skill set vs. Horticulturalist; add to duties-roadway medians; add planning function. 

 

9. Discussion of future Parks Committee meeting times: Barford took a quick hand poll and 

it was found a during the workday meeting does not work for the committee and the meeting 

schedule will remain as is unless another strategy can be found in the future. 

 

10. Discussion of Bird City Event: Boutwell reviewed that the Bird City renewal is due March 

15, 2025. He will file the renewal, all minimums are met. The World Migratory Bird Day 

resolution will be brought to Village Board in February.  The Bird City Event is on 

Wednesday, February 26, 2025 @ 6:30pm presented by Sylvia Marek featuring owls. 

Advertising will be in the bulletin and Nixle. 
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11. Report of Parks Committee topics addressed by the Village Board: Barford announced 

that the Board approved the hiring of Forester Patrick Finnegan. 

 

12. Future Agenda Items – This is an opportunity for committee members to request an item 

be added to a future agenda.  No discussion may take place on any requested items at this 

time and committee members should not make lengthy statements on their request. 

 

• Viburnum Triangle park designation status check-in 

• Quarry Park water drainage status check-in.  Mooney said Tary Handschke, DPW 

Director, is reaching out to the Village Engineer to see what can be done. 

• Natural areas classification 

 

13. Next meeting date: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 at 5:30pm. Virtual only. 

 

14. Adjourn: Rogers moved, Brock seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:46pm.  

Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Chrissy Kahl 

Deputy Clerk-Treasurer 



Village of Shorewood Hills 

Forester Report  

February 2025 

Patrick Finnegan 

 

The wintertime is preparation time for the forestry department. It allows 
the department to catch up on certain aspects of the job while not needing to 
stay on top of continuous growth like during the spring and summer seasons. 
Some of the most important activities for green space and tree maintenance 
can only be done during the winter months as well, which allows the 
department to still spend adequate time in the field. Some of these activities 
include street tree pruning, seeding of native herbaceous species, invasive 
species removal, and preparing planting sites for the upcoming spring. These 
jobs are done in tandem with maintaining the departments shop area, tool 
maintenance, and preparing a spring tree planting list.   

The inclement weather also allows for office work to be done as well. 
That seems to be the idea across the tree care world as most of our annual 
memberships and partnerships require their applications to be renewed 
around this time of year. Over the past month the village’s bird city application 
has been renewed and our tree city application has been renewed as well. I 
have also recently attended the Wisconsin Arborist Association annual 
meeting in Green Bay and plan to take my arborist exam during the month of 
March.  

There are various infrastructure projects taking place within the village 
at this time that are being actively monitored by the forestry department. The 
first being the MMSD interceptor project. MMSD wrapped up the section going 
across Shorewood Blvd about a month or two ago and from what I know, 
replanting will take place this coming April according to the agreed planting 
plan. The other project taking place in the village right now is MGE line burial 



project. This project is impacting several areas across the village which I am 
keeping a close eye on. I have also been in contact with project foreman and 
lead engineer to go about remedying some of the most impacted spots within 
the village right of way once the springtime rolls around.  

I have had a few contractors out over the past month to do various tree 
work for the department around the village. We were able to prune the street 
trees on Beloit Ct, Cornell Ct, and Edgehill Parkway. I also have a plan in the 
works to prune the village’s trees along University Avenue coming up in March. 
The City of Madison requires permits and specific dates in order to be able to 
close a lane of University and that process is a bit intensive, and thus requires 
more time. I also had a contractor come out to remove a diseased linden on 
Crestwood dr. and perform a structural prune on a prized oak tree on Topping 
rd.  

Resident consults are a very important part of the department’s 
responsibilities and I take that job very seriously. Over the past month I have 
done several resident consultations around the village, always striving to help 
them out as best that I can. Over that time period I did several tree health 
consults, a few tree maintenance consults, and consulted with residents on 
streets that I am going to have pruned or want to plant on. This really allows 
me and residents to get on the same page regarding department projects 
coming up in the spring and summer.  



Village of Shorewood Hills 

Forester’s Report 

March 2025 

Patrick Finnegan 

 

As the month of March comes to a close, this is a very critical time for 
the department to ensure that as we move towards the next season everything 
is in order to have a great summer season. The steps taken during this time 
can really help lock down a healthy and vibrant plant community within the 
village. These activities include final pruning, preparing planting sites both in 
parks and streets, seeding of native herbaceous species within parks and rain 
gardens, posting job descriptions, finalizing spring planting lists, and 
organizing the annual arbor day event. Thankfully with the weather staring to 
warm up somewhat this has allowed the department to start spending longer 
periods of time in the field to get started on some of the projects that will carry 
over into the summer.  

Over the past month the department has also been working on wrapping 
up many of our online applications and memberships. The annual tree city 
membership for 2025 has been completed up to the point where we need to 
wait until after this year’s Arbor Day celebration to finish up that application. I 
am also currently organizing this year’s Arbor Day celebration which I’m 
aiming to be a collaborative effort between the village, Shorewood Hills 
Elementary School, MGE, and local tree care companies. I am currently in 
discussion with David Boutwell and others about species to be planted and 
locations on school grounds. As of now, Arbor Day is the 25th of April and I am 
trying to get our celebration to line up with that date.  

The infrastructure projects never stop around the village and things are 
only going to start picking up again as the weather starts to warm up and the 
ground starts to thaw. MGE is continuing their powerline burial project around 



the village, currently they are located on the top of Blackhawk rd. with plans to 
underground line along that street during the summer months. A close eye 
has been kept on them, and will continue to be, to ensure that property 
damage (both public and private) is kept to a minimum. MMSD is also 
restarting their activities along the bike path. I believe I was misinformed 
about the progress of that project as shown in the previous month’s report. I 
have full understanding now that MMSD was put on hold due to the weather 
last winter and are now able to restart the process of tying all of their newly 
installed pipes together. This part of the project will also involve Purdue St. 
being torn up so they can get access. From what I understand now, the 
relandscaping is still on schedule to start in April but that date has now 
become very weather dependent as that date is fast approaching.  

During the past month I had several contractors out in the village to do 
some of the last bits of winter maintenance and some removals. I had an ash 
with a broken out top and EAB sign removed on Colombia. Fortunately, I was 
able to leave a semi snag pole in place as there is a creeping hydrangea that 
the resident is very fond of. This month has been slower for contracted work 
as this is the time of year when private business really starts to fire up again. I 
do have some more things in the works, however. Within the next few weeks, I 
am having a contractor out to grind stumps around the village, take down a 
few trees, and prune University Avenue and some individuals before the April 
1st deadline for oak pruning.  

Some of the other odds and ends that the department has been getting 
up to the last month include participating in space use studies for village, 
posting job descriptions for summer help and the new horticulturalist 
position, completing and submitting management plan paper work to the 
DNR, and advising several residents on various tree related items. A lot of 
questions that I get around this time from residents about trees are focused 
around tree defects and potential failure risk so I enjoy giving residents peace 
of mind during this tumultuous time of year in terms of weather.  

  



Notes for March 25, 2025 Parks Committee meeting 

1. I apologize that I forgot to get the Forester’s reports into the March Board packet. I’ve 
sent the Jan & Feb reports to Julie Fitzgerald for inclusion in the April Board packet 
and will send the March report after our meeting. 

2. David Boutwell and Patrick Finnegan will lead Bird City, Tree City and Arbor Day 
topics. 

3. Horticulturist interview panel. Need a Parks volunteer. 
4. Norway spruce at 4-Corners Park. Jan, would you like to lead this discussion? 
5. Viburnum Triangle. We will discuss pros & cons of park designation. See included 

email thread and web page describing the process of street / alley discontinuance. 
6. No packet materials for McKenna Park, Quarry Park or Community Forestry 

Management Plan reports. 
7. Turkeys (future meeting). Please see DNR info. 
8. Roma Lenehan and Patrick Finnegan will discuss coordination of field work roles 

(offline) and propose future agenda items as needed. 



Outlook

RE: Park status for Viburnum Triangle / not urgent

From Brian Mooney <BMooney@shorewood-hills.org>

Date Wed 11/13/2024 4:55 PM

To Carol Barford <cbarford@shorewood-hills.org>

Cc Patrick Finnegan <pfinnegan@shorewood-hills.org>; John Imes <jimes@shorewood-hills.org>; Christina
Kahl <ckahl@shorewood-hills.org>

Good afternoon Carol,
 
I was able to connect with our Village Planner Sonja Kruesel regarding the Viburnum Triangle
topic.   Sonja informed me that the Viburnum Triangle is not currently zoned, in the sense that it
has not been designated as its own parcel on a plat map.   Sonja’s interpretation of this land is
that it essentially exists as Village road right of way (ROW) space.   Procedurally, it sounds like
the way to close a right of way involves vacating the space.   This process (surprise) is quite
involved.   I haven’t had much time to research, but Sonja mentioned the City of Platteville has a
good guide on vacations of property https://www.platteville.org/cd/page/streetalley-
discontinuance  (I think this is the site), which would allow the village to discontinue to ROW.  
We could then follow the steps of a surveyor looking to make this land into a parcel, which
would be allow for the land to be dedicated as park space.   Sonja said at that point, we’d
probably want to speak with the Village Attorney about the other needed steps to successfully
complete.   I can try to look into this some more following the Budget process, time permitting.  
 
Brian Mooney
Shorewood Hills Village Administrator
810 Shorewood Blvd.
Shorewood Hills, WI 53705
(608) 267-2680

Alert to Shorewood Hills Elected Officials and Members of Village Committees, Boards, Commission and
Task Forces: In order to comply with the Open Meetings Act requirements, please limit any reply to only
the sender of this electronic communication.
 
 
 
From: Carol Barford <cbarford@shorewood-hills.org>
Sent: Thursday, November 7, 2024 11:00 AM
To: Brian Mooney <BMooney@shorewood-hills.org>
Cc: Patrick Finnegan <pfinnegan@shorewood-hills.org>; John Imes <jimes@shorewood-hills.org>;
Christina Kahl <ckahl@shorewood-hills.org>
Subject: Park status for Viburnum Triangle / not urgent
 
Dear Brian,
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As we discussed at the last Parks meeting, I would like to explore what is needed to designate
the Viburnum Triangle as a Village park. I assume (but don't know) that it needs a Board
resolution, and a change to the ordinances (Ch 12. Parks and Parkways). A new survey of the
area is not required, as I recall from the discussion.
 
Please let me know if there's anything I can do to push this forward in advance of our next
Parks meeting! Which is sometime in December 🙂  I'm going to send a note to the Parks
members that we're working to find 1 new date to replace the regular Nov & Dec meetings.
 
Thanks much & best regards,
Carol
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Street/Alley Discontinuance

Street Discontinuance Process:

Although not required, it is recommended that the applicant meet with the Community

Planning & Development Director to discuss the proposed request.  This step is

intended to explain to the applicant the purpose and objectives of the regulations and

plans, and to discuss the approval procedures. 

If Initiated via a Petition:

1. A petition for partial or full vacation of a street or paved alley is received by

Staff.  To be valid, the petition must include signatures of all property owners

abutting the area to be vacated, and one-third of the owners of property on

the same street or paved alley within 2,650 feet of the area to be vacated, in

both directions (as above, an alley is considered to have its beginning and end

in the same block in which it is located).  This only applies to that portion of

the street or paved alley which lies within City limits.

2. A map showing the area to be vacated must accompany the petition.

3. The petitioner must file a Notice of Pending Action with the County Register of

Deeds.  A copy of the filed notice, certified by the Register of Deeds, must be

submitted to the City Clerk.

4. City Staff prepares resolution for vacation of the street or paved alley, and a

memo to the Common Council requesting a public hearing date.  The

resolution is accompanied by a map of the vacated area.  The hearing date

must be far enough in the future to allow for a Class 3 notice.

5. The City prepares and publishes a Class 3 notice.  The notice must be

published 3 times, with the last publication at least a week prior to the

scheduled public hearing.

6. The petition is scheduled for consideration by the Plan Commission on their

next available agenda.
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7. The Plan Commission makes a recommendation on the proposed vacation,

which is forwarded to the Common Council.

8. The Common Council considers the resolution at the scheduled public

hearing.

9. If a written objection is filed from one of the property owners described in

Step 1 above, the discontinuance may be ordered only by the favorable vote

of two-thirds of the members of the common council voting on the proposed

discontinuance.

10. If the vacation is approved, the resolution and map are recorded with the

County Register of Deeds.

11. A copy of the ordinance and map should be sent to the property owners now

receiving the land.

If Council Initiated:

1. City Staff creates a resolution for introduction at a Common Council meeting. 

The resolution includes a legal description of the street to be vacated.  The

resolution should be accompanied by a map showing the proposed vacation.

2. The resolution is accompanied by a memo to the Council requesting that a

public hearing be set no less than 40 days after the meeting at which the

resolution is introduced.

3. Staff files a Notice of Pending Action with the County Register of Deeds,

notifying the county that land will again be added to the tax rolls.  This must

occur prior to the public hearing date.

4. The resolution is introduced at the next available Common Council meeting,

and a public hearing is set for a future Council meeting at least 40 days later.

5. The City Clerk prepares a Notice to Wholly or Partially Discontinue a Street (or

Alley) to be served on all property owners abutting the street or paved alley to

be vacated.  These notices must be served personally by a police officer,

unless the owner lives out of town.  In that case, the notices may be mailed to

the owner’s last known address.  The service or the mailing must occur no less

than 30 days prior to the scheduled public hearing date.  An affidavit or similar

proof of service needs to be placed into the file.

6. The City Clerk prepares a Class 3 notice for the public hearing.  The notice

must be published 3 times prior to the hearing, with the third notice no less

than one week prior to the hearing.

7. The proposed vacation is scheduled for review by the Plan Commission at the

meeting closest prior to the public hearing date.  The Plan Commission’s

recommendation is forwarded to the Common Council.

8. The Common Council holds the public hearing on the date earlier specified. 

The Council approves or denies the resolution of vacation.
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9. The resolution cannot be approved with a simple majority if written objections

are received by the City Clerk from any abutting property owner(s) or from the

owners of more than one-third of the property abutting the same street or

paved alley within 2,650 feet of the area to be vacated (within City limits).  The

beginning or ending of a paved alley is considered to be within the block in

which it is located.  If a written objection is received, then the discontinuance

requires a favorable vote of two-thirds of the Council members voting on the

issue. 

10. If the resolution is approved, it is recorded with the County Register of Deeds,

along with the map.

11. A copy of the resolution and map should be sent to the property owners now

receiving the land.

Procedure for Vacating Unpaved Alleys

When initiated by petition, the procedure is the same for paved alleys, except that the

petition need only have the signatures of 50 percent of the abutting property owners.

When initiated by the Common Council, the procedure is the same.  However, the

Council cannot approve the vacation if the City Clerk receives a written objection from

any property owner who can show that the alley proposed to be vacated provides the

only access to off-street parking for the property.

Abandoned Alleys:

The Common Council may by resolution vacate any abandoned or unused alley when at

least 5 years beyond the recording of the Plat of Subdivision have passed.

Supporting Documents

Street and Alley Discontinuance Application (108 KB)

Street and Alley Discontinuance Application fillable (133 KB)

Street Discontinuance Process (110 KB)

Web Links

Wisconsin Street Discontinuance Statute

Community DevelopmentCommunity Development
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Affordable Home Improvement Assistance Program

Building Inspection

Community Plans

Development and Zoning Approvals

Annexation

Conditional Use Permit

Land Division - Certified Survey Map

Land Division - Subdivision Plat

Land Division - Extraterritorial Area

Planned Unit Development

Rezoning & Zoning Amendment

Street/Alley Discontinuance

Variance/Appeal

Development Ordinances & Maps

Current Projects

Floodplain Zoning

Historic Preservation

Income-Based Home Rehabilitation Loan Funds

Housing Authority
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Redevelopment Authority

TIF Districts

New Housing Fee Report

Home | Dashboard | Staff Login

75 N. Bonson Street Platteville, WI 53818  (608) 348-9741
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Outlook

FW: Urban nuisance Turkey population solutions

From Brian Mooney <BMooney@shorewood-hills.org>

Date Tue 3/18/2025 10:58 AM

To Carol Barford <cbarford@shorewood-hills.org>

2nd correspondence.
 
 
Brian Mooney
Shorewood Hills Village Administrator
810 Shorewood Blvd.
Shorewood Hills, WI 53705
(608) 267-2680

Alert to Shorewood Hills Elected Officials and Members of Village Committees, Boards, Commission and
Task Forces: In order to comply with the Open Meetings Act requirements, please limit any reply to only
the sender of this electronic communication.
 
 
 
From: Jones, Michael - MRP-APHIS <michael.l.jones@usda.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, September 18, 2024 8:02 AM
To: Brian Mooney <BMooney@shorewood-hills.org>; Widholm, Julie T - DNR
<Julie.Widholm@wisconsin.gov>
Subject: RE: Urban nuisance Turkey population solutions
 
Brian,
 
Hopefully the issue can be resolved with non-lethal measures.  I see within the email chain you mention
overnight roosting as the concern.  Roosting birds can often be disrupted by the use of a laser pointer at
dusk or at night.  They perceive the dot of the laser as a threat and if done repeatedly, it may be enough
to encourage the birds to roost elsewhere.  This method has shown to work with other bird species and I
suspect it will work on turkeys as well.
 
Good luck!
Mike
 
Mike Jones
Wildlife Biologist, CWB®
Office  920-324-4514
Cell  920-392-9526
michael.l.jones@usda.gov
PROTECTING PEOPLE – PROTECTING AGRICULTURE – PROTECTING WILDLIFE
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From: Brian Mooney <BMooney@shorewood-hills.org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2024 4:43 PM
To: Widholm, Julie T - DNR <Julie.Widholm@wisconsin.gov>
Cc: Jones, Michael - MRP-APHIS <michael.l.jones@usda.gov>
Subject: RE: Urban nuisance Turkey population solutions
 
Thank you Julie/Michael,
 
Let me share your provided information with our Village residents that made the request.
 Hopefully, this can be resolved without extreme measures.    I will be in touch if we decide to
pursue anything on the permit front.   Thank you again for your quick response and assistance.  
 
 
Brian Mooney
Shorewood Hills Village Administrator
810 Shorewood Blvd.
Shorewood Hills, WI 53705
(608) 267-2680

Alert to Shorewood Hills Elected Officials and Members of Village Committees, Boards, Commission and
Task Forces: In order to comply with the Open Meetings Act requirements, please limit any reply to only
the sender of this electronic communication.
 
 
 
 
From: Widholm, Julie T - DNR <Julie.Widholm@wisconsin.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2024 3:35 PM
To: Brian Mooney <BMooney@shorewood-hills.org>
Cc: Jones, Michael L - APHIS <michael.l.jones@usda.gov>
Subject: RE: Urban nuisance Turkey population solutions
 
Hi Brian –
 
I am assuming Nicole gave you this fact sheet which may be helpful to distribute to residence with turkey
issues: https://p.widencdn.net/zaumgu/WM0575 sometimes these issues can be solved by removing
extra food sources (bird feeders) temporarily.
 
The DNR can issue permits for trapping and relocating or euthanizing urban turkeys; I would be your
contact for this permit. This is done as a last resort and typically for aggressive turkeys. The municipality
would be responsible for costs associated with trapping. Although this could be an avenue to explore,
there are some non-lethal methods to try as well. I have copied Mike Jones with USDA Wildlife Services
(1-800-433-0663) who would be a good first contact for available techniques to assist with nuisance
turkeys depending on what the issue is specifically. Wildlife Services does also offer trapping services
should we need to employ that route.
 
Happy to provide other information as needed,
Julie
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We are committed to service excellence.
Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey to evaluate how I did.

Julie Widholm
Wildlife Biologist, Dane Co – Bureau of Wildlife Management
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
3911 Fish Hatchery Rd, Fitchburg, WI 53711
Cell Phone: 608-516-3895
Julie.Widholm@wi.gov

 dnr.wi.gov
     

 
 
From: DNR Wildlife Switchboard <DNRWildlifeSwitchboard@wisconsin.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2024 10:14 AM
To: Widholm, Julie T - DNR <Julie.Widholm@wisconsin.gov>
Subject: FW: Urban nuisance Turkey population solutions
 
Hi Julie,
I gave the contact below some tactics landowners can do individually about nuisance turkeys, but it may
be beneficial for you to reach out with some permitting information for the municipality.
 
Thanks,
-Nicole
 
We are committed to service excellence.
Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey to evaluate how I did.

Nicole DeMarb-McKenzie
she/her/hers
Wildlife Switchboard Coordinator– Bureau of Wildlife Management
Phone: (608) 720-0124
nicole.demarbmckenzie@wisconsin.gov

 dnr.wi.gov
     

 
From: Brian Mooney <BMooney@shorewood-hills.org>
Sent: Monday, September 16, 2024 4:58 PM
To: DNR Wildlife Switchboard <DNRWildlifeSwitchboard@wisconsin.gov>
Subject: Urban nuisance Turkey population solutions
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization.
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good afternoon,
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I’ve recently been contacted by a few Village residents complaining about the damage to their
property caused by turkeys within the Village limits.  I am not certain of recommendations
municipalities in predominantly urban areas have for resolving this type of issue.  Does the DNR
offer any trap/release program for turkeys?   Is there any known recommendations that can be
sent to homeowners as a means for displacing turkeys?   This primarily involves overnight
roosting locations, so less of a solvable issue with ground deterring decoys, etc.  Thank you for
any information you can share. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Brian Mooney
Shorewood Hills Village Administrator
810 Shorewood Blvd.
Shorewood Hills, WI 53705
(608) 267-2680

Alert to Shorewood Hills Elected Officials and Members of Village Committees, Boards, Commission and
Task Forces: In order to comply with the Open Meetings Act requirements, please limit any reply to only
the sender of this electronic communication.
 

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If
you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the
email immediately.
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