
VILLAGE OF SHOREWOOD HILLS 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 
MINUTES OF MEETING: November 23, 2015 
(Subject to Review and Approval) 
 
Members present: Felice Borisy-Rudin (frudin@sbcglobal.net), Andy Stoltman, Jim Rogers, Mark 
Lederer, Gary Johnson. (Previously known absence: Josh Sotos) 
 
Also present: Police Chief Denny Pines. 
 
Chair Felice Borisy-Rudin called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. It was noted the meeting was 
compliant with posting requirements. 
 
Meeting minutes of 10/1/15 were reviewed, modified, and approved. 
 
Review and Recommendation Regarding Monthly Police Report 
 
Chief Pines presented a draft of a Monthly Incident Summary Report, as follow-up to a request from a 
prior meeting. The committee asked questions about several specific incidents listed. It was asked that 
the same report format, but also showing columns for each month and year-to-date activity for January 
through present (year-to-date) ideally all in one page, be brought to the next meeting as this periodic 
report format gets finalized.  
 
Review and Recommendation on Revisions to Ordinance Regulating Animals 
  
The committee reviewed a proposal from Shorewood Police Officer Jamie Nietzel for handling of 
dangerous animals, along with comparison ordinances collected by Officer Nietzel from Middleton, 
Deforest, Stoughton and McFarland municipalities. 
 
The committee focused on the proposal, where parenthesis show the suggested insertions/revisions, that 
states: 
 
Dangerous Animals: 
No vicious (animal) shall be allowed off the premises of its owner unless muzzled or on a leash and in 
change of the owner’s immediate family over sixteen years of age. For purposes of enforcing this 
section, an (animal) shall be deemed as being a vicious disposition if, within any twelve month period it 
bites two or more persons (or domestic animals) or if it inflicts serious injury to one person or (domestic 
animal) in unprovoked circumstances off the owner’s premises. Any vicious (animal) that is found off the 
premises of its owners other than provided above may be seized by any person and, upon delivery to the 
proper authorities, may, upon establishment to the satisfaction of a court of competent jurisdiction of 
vicious character of said (animal) by testimony under oath reduced to writing, be killed by police 
authorities. 
 
Salient points noted by the committee include: 

• That currently a viscous animal (which roughly means the animal has the potential to be 
dangerous) is allowed to be kept on premises while a dangerous animal (which roughly means 
the animal was involved in an incident) is not allowed to be kept on premises. 
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• It was noted the main focus is what to do once an animal demonstrates (is characterized) as being 
dangerous.  

• The Police have the authority to investigate. Is Jamie looking to have the authority to issue 
tickets be increased? 

• Should we have in the ordinances of what restrictions are placed on a dangerous animal, or 
should it be left more to the discretion of the officers. 

 

It was asked that Jamie bring a proposed edited (redlines, marked up) copy of the entire section 17.06, 
along with a bulleted list of her goals in making the changes. 
 
Once draft wording is finalized it was requested the draft goes to the Village attorney for review. 
 
Review and Recommendations on a Proposed Ordinance Regulating Drones 
 
It was noted that if the Village want the Police to be able to issue a citation for use of drones it would 
need to adopt State statute 942.10: 
Use of a drone. Whoever uses a drone, as defined in s. 175.55 (1) (a), with the intent to photograph, 
record, or otherwise observe another individual in a place or location where the individual has a 
reasonable expectation of privacy is guilty of Class A misdemeanor. This section does not apply to a law 
enforcement officer authorized to use a drone pursuant to s. 175.55 (2). 
 
The committee voted to recommend that this State statute be adopted by the Village. 
 
Discuss Make-up of Committee and Changes to Related Ordinances 
 
Chair Borisy-Rudin noted that currently the Committee has 6 members. It was suggested to check with 
Karl regarding the committee makeup including EMS/Fire Association appointment (how many votes, 
and updating the website date for this position). 
 
Set Next Meeting Date and Agenda Items to be Included 
It was a suggested a next meeting be set for the Public Health & Safety Committee in mid to January 
with a date to be set. It was suggested that a regular meeting time be set and then modified as needed, 
although it was noted this was not possible due to very busy schedules. 
 
Future agenda items for discussion: 

• Review of Police department policies for the use of cameras by the Village Police. (Police Chief 
Pines was asked to bring this draft policy for review.) 

• Review modified Police Monthly Incident Summary Report per discussion 
• Discuss makeup of the Public Health & Safety Committee 
• Discuss animal ordinance 
• Discuss Public Health and Safety Committee purpose. It was asked that Karl provide Village 

statement on committee purpose 
 

It was again requested that meeting materials (prior minutes, meeting handouts, requested materials, 
etc), whenever possible be scanned and sent to the committee in advance, versus many materials being 
distributed only at the time the topic is discussed, in order to help the committee members read in 
advance and be better prepared. 
 
The meeting was finished at 8:30 pm. Minutes were taken by Jim Rogers. 
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