
Parks Committee Minutes 
Village of Shorewood Hills 

 
Monday, November 9th, 2015 

Village Hall – 810 Shorewood Blvd 
 

1. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 5:36 pm  

a. Roll Call:  Members Present:  Kathie Brock (acting chair with Anne Readel absent), 
Roma Lenehan, Georgene Stratman, Sue Denholm and David Boutwell.  Others 
Present:  Village Forester Corey George, Silvano and Ann Garofalo (Residents, 2900 
Hunter Hill), Andy Sleger  (Ecological Resource Specialist) representing Cardno. 

b. Note Compliance with Open Meeting Law: Corey George confirmed meeting was 
properly posted.  

c. Approve Previous Minutes: Minutes from October 12th meeting were approved. 

2. Harvard Drive (U-Station Clinics) Restoration:  The Parks Committee requested to 
continue a conversation in regards to ongoing landscape management and restoration 
concerns of neighboring Residents.  Hunter Hill resident Silvano Garofalo voiced a request to 
preserve existing screening provided by larger canopy trees within the area of discussion.  
Members of the Parks Committee agreed.  Preservation of canopy trees along with the 
screening they provide will be added to future landscape proposals and 2016 contracts.  
Corey George clarified future proposals will need to reflect compliance to height limitations 
due to power lines.  Proposals will also include prior concerns voiced by nearby residents to 
provide an assurance to protect the highly regarded oaks within the woodland. This may 
require the judicious management of tall Black Locust trees if they shade or interfere with the 
health of adjacent oaks.   

 The Parks Committee requested the following criteria be used in future restoration 
 plans for the Harvard Drive (U-Station Clinics) restoration area. 

• Catalog existing botanical and tree inventory 

• Identify and Tag desirable groundcover, shrubs, understory and canopy  

• Create a comprehensive landscape management plan 

• Take care to protect oaks from any disturbance within the area 

• Include planting of understory shrubs and forbs  

• Include a backdrop of desirable screening 

• Remove or chip invasive buckthorn, honeysuckle and small black locust 
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Attending residents were in favor of the above criteria.   

Corey informed the group he was working on installing a split rail fence to help prevent 
erosion and discourage pedestrians from cutting a pathway across newly restored plantings.  
Additionally, he will look into the possibility of landscape appropriate signage to 
communicate that woodland restoration is in progress.  Cardno and the Parks Committee 
recommend that all removal and restoration work as one project in 2016.   

A motion was made, seconded and passed to adopt the following: 

The Parks Committee supports development of a plan for the removal of non-native invasive 
and other undesirable vegetation from the Harvard Drive right of way to the adjoining U-
Station Clinics.  The desired objectives are to reduce erosion, protect desirable plant life and 
selectively replant for screening and wildlife habitat.        

3. Memorial Bench in Post Farm Park: The Madison Community Foundation is offering the 
Village a $1,000 donation toward a bench(s) with memorial plaque (memory of John 
Peterson) and plantings (or some combination of the those items).  Sue Denholm provided 
the Committee with updated options for the acquisition and installation of a memorial bench 
in Post Farm Park.  Several variations of rustic stone and weathered wood were discussed.  
The Committee proposed two stone benches with a plaque and plantings.  Based on 
preliminary pricing, the proposal slightly exceeds the $1,000 donation by Madison 
Community Foundation.  Corey offered to contact MCF to discuss the possibility if we can 
pay extra to support our proposal.  This topic will be placed on the agenda for further 
discussion at our next meeting. 

4. Quarry Park Project:  Eagle Scout Dakota Downing has offered to build a simple sitting 
bench in Quarry Park.  An Aldo Leopold bench from a prior Scout project has already been 
approved at a prior meeting.  The Parks Committee recommends he view the Leopold bench 
design and construction on-line using treated lumber.  Corey will follow-up with the 
recommendation.  Corey will also speak with the Village Crew to recommend the addition of 
a garbage can for the Quarry Park area. 

5. Other Park Updates:  None at this time. 

6. Future Agenda Items:  

• Memorial Bench in Post Farm Park 

• Pedestrian and bike pathway, including the storm water spillway at Post Farm Park and 
Harvard Drive 

7. Foresters Report:  The Forester’s Report was made available to the Committee. 

 

 The meeting adjourned at 7:06 pm 
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