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Minutes of the Finance Committee 
Village of Shorewood Hills 

Wednesday, July 15, 2015 
(scheduled for review at the next Finance Committee meeting) 

 
1. Called to Order at 5:34 p.m.: 

 
A. Roll Call: Committee Members Present: Chair/Village Trustee Dave 

Benforado, Village Treasurer Sean Cote, Gard Strother and Dave Ahmann. 
Village President Mark Sundquist and Karl Wellensiek were excused. 
 

B. Others Present: Village Administrator Karl Frantz, Village Clerk Cokie 
Albrecht, Village Police Chief Dennis Pine, Municipal Judge Marilyn 
Townsend, Village Court Clerk Martha David, Village Trustee Fred Wade, 
Carl Gulbrandsen (appointment to Committee scheduled for July 20, 2015). 

 
2. Meting Notice: D.Benforado inquired and K.Frantz confirmed that the meeting had 

been properly posted in compliance with open meeting laws. 
 

3. Review, analysis, discussion and possible recommendations/alternatives on the 
Village Municipal Court and related functions including revenues and expenses 
involving the Court/Police/Prosecutions: 

 
A. Judge Townsend summarized and expounded on her background memo 

dated July 8, 2015, with supporting materials, which she had e-mailed to 
Committee members the previous week.  Townsend also handed out a one-
page summary of 2014-2015 Shorewood Hills Municipal Court trials.  
Townsend commended the Committee for learning more about how the Court 
operates, and recognized Village Court Clerk Martha Davis for being largely 
responsible for how well the Court runs.  She summarized the Court’s history, 
its purpose, and discussed its intangible value to the community (quoting from 
former Municipal Judge Frank Remington’s written remarks in the January 
2012 Village Bulletin).  She emphasized that given the Village’s proximity to 
University Houses and Eagle Heights, the Court serves individuals from all 
over the world.  She discussed how cases involving underage drinking and 
how violations involving bicycles are handled by the Court.  She summarized 
the recent experience by the Town of Beloit as reported in the Janesville 
Gazette (5/7/15) – Town Board officials having second thoughts about their 
recent decision to abolish the Town’s municipal court.  Townsend told 
Committee members that Municipal Court violations and cases do not appear 
on the State’s online CCAP database. 
 

B. K.Frantz summarized and expounded on his background memo and materials 
regarding numerics, expenses and revenues associated with the Court that he 
had e-mailed to Committee members in advance of the meeting: a great 
majority of the Court’s caseload consist of traffic citations (e.g., speeding, not 
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stopping at stop signs, etc.), the Village retains a little over half of the money 
collected in Court fines (Dane County and the State receive the rest).  In terms 
of available options, taking Municipal Court citations directly to Dane County 
Circuit Court does not appear to be an option – the Circuit Court does not 
have the time or resources to pick up the Shorewood Hills caseload.  Frantz 
indicated that a Joint Municipal Court is an available option under WI law 
(755.01(4), Wis. Stats.).  Frantz has had initial discussions with both City of 
Madison and City of Middleton officials to inquire whether there would be 
any economies for the Village to contract with either for municipal court 
prosecutions and operate a joint Municipal Court.  The Village has utilized the 
Stafford Rosenbaum Law Firm for municipal court prosecutions for many 
years; Frantz indicated that the Village pays $155/hr for prosecutions and 
$105/hr for para legal assistance, adding that once in a great while there are 
some Municipal Court expenses involving our Village Counsel Matt Dregne 
and that his rate is $190/hr.  Frantz referenced an itemized 2014-2015 to date 
billing history for Court prosecutions (names redacted).  Frantz summarized a 
spreadsheet that listed Municipal Court revenues and expenses by year (2008-
2014). 
 

C. The Committee concluded its discussion of this matter by deciding to take no 
action, to take all of the materials and comments under advisement. 
 

4. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes:  the Committee reviewed the draft minutes 
from the May 13, 2015, Finance Committee meeting.  Motion to approve the 
minutes by D.Ahmann, second by S.Cote.  Motion passed (4-0). 

 
5. Future Meeting Dates: the Committee reviewed and agreed to the following meeting 

dates: 
A. Aug. 12, 2015 (5:30 pm), possible meeting if needed. 
B. Sept. 2, 2015 (5:30 pm), initial discussion of draft 2016 Village budget to 

recommend to Village Board. 
C. Sept. 16, 2015 (5:30 pm), continued discussion of draft 2016 Village budget. 
D. Sept. 29, 2015 (5:30 pm), continued discussion of draft 2016 Village budget. 
E. Oct. 14, 2015 (5:30 pm), conclude discussion of draft 2016 Village budget. 
F. Oct. 21, 2015 (5:30 pm), possible meeting if needed. 

 
6. Adjourned: at 6:51 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Dave Benforado on July 19, 2015. 
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