
 

Monday, June 8, 2015 
 
Joint Public Works Committee and Public Health and Safety Committee Meeting 
 
Staff present:  Karl Frantz, Police Chief Dennis Pine, Engineer Brian Berquist 
Public Works has a quorum as of 7:02 pm (Mark Lederer, Felice Borisy-Rudin, Jim Guither, 
Chris Petykowski, Yang Tao, Rick Chappell) 
Public Health and Safety has 3 members present. (Felice Borisy-Rudin, Mark Lederer, Gary 
Johnson) 
 
Mark Lederer:  Parking and Public Safety issue 
 Many streets, when parked as posted, do not have adequate width for emergency 
vehicles to pass through. 
 Committees have kept Village Board apprised, but have not made any recommendations 
-- now ready to take public input. 
 
Proposal: Regulate parking to permit greater access for emergency vehicles. 
Will open for public comment on broad perspective of Village policy: 
 
No comments. 
 
Brian Berquist:  
 Keith Anderson, while Fire Chief, had concerns about getting his vehicles in and out of 
the Village. Created a document two years ago, by parking cars on both sides, and seeing if he 
could get his truck through. 
 Fire truck -- 10 ft. edge to edge. 
 Parked car -- 8 ft., industry standard 
 2 foot buffer on each side. 
 Proposal: Anything wider than 28 feet, could have parking on both sides; anything less 
than that would have parking restrictions, e.g. parking on 1 side, or no parking. 
 Brian's list doesn't address those streets that have parking determined by ordinance. In 
making Brian's list, he drove every street, assumed more parking would be desirable, looked at: 
number, width, and steepness of driveways (potential to slide onto a parked car), geometry of 
the road, mailbox placement, cliff placement. Didn't consider fire hydrants or vistas. 
 Width is a loaded question -- for the non-reconstructed streets, width varies -- measured 
width every 500-700 feet to get a nominal width. Tried to take the most representative width 
measurement. 
 
Comments from Residents: 
 
John Center, 3408 Circle Close 
 Docused on the culdesac of Circle Close 
 Believes that only 3 spaces need to be eliminated (ones indicated in black), at his 
neighbors' homes (Grobe and Altaweel), but not his. Would not like all 9 spaces eliminated, 
because it would send parking down the street. 
 Notes street was just redone, no discussion at that time, which would have been logical 
time. (Brian responds that during the design stage, having a semi get through would have 
required 90 feet across. Board decided to keep the way it was, because that's how it always has 
been.) 
 

 



 

Barbara Center, 3408 Circle Close -- also voices strong opposition to eliminating parking -- 
notes many teen drivers on the streets. Has had experience with emergency vehicles getting in 
there. Doesn't believe that a Fire Truck would actually go around the culdesac -- would go in 
and back out. (Brian responds that snowplow hasn't been able to make the circumnavigation.) 
 
 Gary Johnson:  Circle Close is a difficult place to get a fire truck around even without any 
cars there. Ambulance can get through. We never drilled up there, and to check the fire 
hydrants there, we walked. 
 
 John Teating, 3415 Circle Close:  Main plow doesn't come up the street, they use the 
Bobcat quite efficiently. Orthopedic surgeon, spends a lot of time taking care of injured people, 
volunteering with EMS, etc. Fire truck needs to maintain distance from fire sites due to risk of 
explosions -- would just hook up with the fire hydrant. Three empty houses on street -- other 
houses have young children who play in the street. Parking up the odd side of the street would 
increase risk of children getting hit by a car. Parking up street (by pushing people off the circle) -
-> potential issue with injury. 
  
 Randy Clark -- Corner of Blackhawk and Circle Close -- really curious as to what is 
driving this. Kudos to Brian. Used to be a firefighter with Gary -- used to get trucks up the street. 
Wants to know if this has been raised by Madison fire. (Mark Lederer -- not raised by Madison, 
is internal). 
 
 Karl Frantz -- also arose initially from conversation with residents of Columbia, who 
wanted to keep the street narrow, as did Wellesley -- so thoughts were that the streets might 
need one-sided parking, and concerns with standardizing things to balance residents' desire to 
keep streets narrow (state-wide standard for 2-sided parking is 32 feet). 
 
 Brian Berquist -- Police Dep't noticed that parking signage posted did not match parking 
ordinances in the Village Code -- causing problems with citations. After determining conflicts, 
follow-up question was what should it be? 
 
 Janice Ferguson, 3403 Circle Close -- Garbage disposal trucks having trouble making 
the turn on Monday mornings -- suggested having parking restrictions on Monday mornings to 
allow garbage pick-up. 
 
 Eric Neal, 3410 Circle Close -- two young children learning how to ride bikes, concerned 
about filling up the long part of the road where it is narrow -- actually tends to park on the circle, 
because he has had incidents where people pulling out of their driveway has hit his car. 
 
 Terry Andrews, 921 UBay Drive -- concerns about parking ordinance on UBay Drive. 23 
school age children on that street alone. Lives on the East side of the street. Unlimited parking 
permitted on weekend. Hospital employees use it as parking lot from 6 am Saturday through 
Sunday. Would like ordinance 2 hour parking on weekends, as well as the rest of the week. 
(Karl has drafting an ordinance for this on his to do list). 
 
 John Voegeli, 1004 Yale Road, -- concerned about Swarthmore Alley. Would be a big 
hassle if he couldn't park on Swarthmore Alley. Has parked there for 20 years, would like to 
continue to park there. (Gary Johnson -- road would not be used for fire trucks, possibly an 
ambulance, there is adequate access on surrounding roads. John's widening is similar to 
landing pads on other streets.) 
 

 



 

 Anne Readel, 3610 Sunset Dr., -- questions about Sunset Drive, at her home. Gets very 
crowded on weekends due to overflow traffic from club, with people parking on lawns. Thinks 
one-sided parking there would be a good idea, because there is a blind corner. Concerns about 
safety and cars coming around curved edges, fire hydrant accessibility -- avoiding 
encroachment, views and vistas (people who want to look at views of the lake in the evening), 
pedestrian traffic. 
 
 Barb Center -- knows from having been on the committee, that when it dealt with 
contentious issues, it was hard as a committee not to be swayed by the last thing/person they 
heard. Did something in the past where Karl would let everyone know where the process was, 
and what was being done -- to give people a chance to come back and comment. 
 
 Mark Lederer -- issue of culdesac is unique, and committee would be well-served by 
thinking it through. Thinks we could notice particular streets for particular meetings. 
 
 Janice Ferguson -- no goal date for decision-making? 
 
 Mark Lederer -- no, except a sense of urgency to deal expiditiously. Does not need to 
deal with as a block. 
 
 Janice Ferguson -- issue of renovations -- where numerous construction vehicles have 
parked on both sides of the street -- Police have said that they can't restrict parking without an 
ordinance restricting parking to a single side. On Circle Close, when they have parties, they ask 
police to put signs for one-sided parking. Wants to know if parking could be limited to one side 
during construction? 
 
 Police Chief Pine -- can cover up the regular signs, and put no parking signs up there. 
 
 Felice -- Gives example of Tallyho Lane, with walking path, and one-sided parking 
during the day -- asks whether that would work for them. 
 
 Barb and John Center -- kids play in the street, because it is not heavily trafficked -- 
visibility is the most important issue. 
 
 John Teating -- Circle Close is a close knit community -- can work out a proposal for 
garbage, snow days, etc., and present to the committee. 
 
 Yang Tao -- may be able to differentiate between what different streets need -- e.g. 
culdesacs and dead ends vs. long streets that connect other streets, e.g. Tally ho Lane.  
Suggests some streets that are small may be well self-policed, whereas some streets that are 
wide may need policing because of use and access by many others than the residents. 
 
 Chris Petykowski -- can't understand why the Circle Close residents don't find it a 
problem that a fire truck couldn't get to the culdesac homes.  
 
 Randy -- fire protection isn't an issue, because there are 3 easily reached fire hydrants. 
 Janice -- if they don't have an issue with parking, why would it be an issue to have one-
sided parking? She has had to find people to move their cars on rare occasions. 
 
 Mark Lederer -- it's the rare event that has cataclysmic consequences. Committee needs 
to look at the fire-fighting plan and the emergency plan. 

 



 

 

 
 Felice -- asks whether they would be willing to consider a one-way street? 
 
Mark Lederer: next meeting for Public Works, Monday, July 13 at 7 pm. 
 
Notes taken by Trustee Felice Borisy-Rudin. 
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