
Minutes Public Works Committee Tuesday, June 8, 2015 – 5:30 P.M. 
Location: Topping Road and Edgehill Drive. Reconvening at Village Hall 
 
Members present: Mark Lederer, Felice Borisy -Rudin, Chris Petykowski, Jim Guither, and Rick 
Chapell. Staff present. Karl Frantz, Brian Berquist, John Mitmoen. 
About 15 residents were in attendance for the first portion of the meeting including John Imes, 
Robert Corbett, Rose Fahien, Gale Shu, among others. 
 
Discussion and possible recommendations regarding improvements to the intersection of 
Topping Road and Edgehill Drive as well as discussion on other issues pertaining to those 
streets and safety/improvements concerns – After discussion with residents it was the 
consensus of those present to proceed with the project to narrow the intersection of Edgehill 
Drive and Topping Road and to also proceed with stormwater improvements. 
 
The Committee then reconvened at Village Hall at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Proposed changes to Village parking regulations and possible recommendations 
Chair Mark Lederer provided an overview of the issue. There were about 13 residents in 
attendance. Some of whom who spoke are listed below. 
 
Statement by Chair Lederer 
Existing Village ordinance(s) permit parking on one or both sides of many streets too narrow to 
allow the timely passage of emergency vehicles and other essential municipal service vehicles 
such as snowplows and garbage trucks. 
 
The problem is both practical and longstanding. It has been documented (and illustrated) in a 
memorandum from former Fire Chief Anderson and most recently in an analysis performed by 
the Village engineer, Brian Berquist. Emergency vehicles such as fire and emergency medical 
service (EMS) trucks generally require an open lane of at least 10 feet to safely navigate our 
streets. Allowing for side mirrors, parked cars occupy a space of roughly 8 feet. With snow 
banks, and sometimes without, people may use more than 8 feet to allow passengers to exit. 
Finally, some maneuvering room around corners for the long axle spacing of fire trucks is 
prudent. Therefore, Brian Berquist’s analysis recommended that Village roads should be at least 
18 feet wide if parking is to be permitted on one side of the street and at least 28 feet if parking is 
to be permitted on both sides. Many Village streets narrower than these widths currently permit 
parking on one or both sides of the streets, potentially delaying the timely response of emergency 
services to Village residents and visitors and preventing the efficient delivery of essential 
municipal services. 
 
In advance of public comments on this issue, the Public Works and Public Health & Safety 
Committees (the Joint Committee) recommends further restricting parking as set forth below. 
Note that many Village streets are NOT listed and NO change is recommended in the parking 
ordinances on those streets. The Joint Committee feels it is imprudent to continue the status quo 
and rely solely on residents’/visitors’ good judgment to keep the streets open at all times to 
emergency vehicles. However, perhaps in the course of holding public meetings a better solution 
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might be found or some adjustment to the attached parking restrictions might be warranted such 
as alternate side parking. 
 
Given that an emergency can occur at any time, this meeting is to inform and seek comments 
from the residents as to the problem, the proposed remedy and any alternatives or adjustments 
that might be warranted. 
 
While emergency vehicles will do whatever is necessary to navigate the streets of the Village, 
including moving or towing cars or avoiding them altogether by driving up onto private 
property, these measures have their own costs and most importantly delay the emergency 
response by precious minutes, potentially jeopardizing lives and property. The Village has been 
fortunate (and lucky) that blocked streets have not resulted in tragic consequences. Although it is 
very tempting to assume the infrequent blockages will not occur during an emergency, such a 
gamble seems both imprudent and unnecessary. The Board and the Joint Committee are open to 
suggestions that minimize the inconvenience to residents/visitors and provide reasonable 
assurance that the streets will remain clear to emergency vehicle traffic at all times. 
 
Public Input. 
Several residents (Center, Tueting, Clark, Fergeson) living on Circle Close were present and felt 
strongly that the restrictions on Circle Close were not needed. John Center 3408 Circle Close 
presented an alternative plan that eliminated only three parking places in the cul de sac area. 
Further comments from Circle Close residents included: The street is plowed with a skid steer 
they do not need a plow truck. Fire trucks are not going use the cul de sac they will park before 
it. We have lived here for 40 years with no problems. What is driving this? There are problems 
on Mondays with refuse trucks. Could parking be restricted on Monday only? (Some residents 
disputed this comment). There are many young children now and parking on one side will make 
it more dangerous. 
 
John Voegeli – 1004 Yale Road said parking restrictions are not needed on the Swarthmore 
alley. 
 
Anne Readel – 3610 Sunset indicated that no parking is best suited for the odd address side of 
Sunset due to the blind curve at Sumac. 
 
A detailed letter from Tony Goldberg 3610 Sunset also requested the odd address side of Sunset 
for no parking. 
 
The committee thanked residents for their input and took the comments it received under 
advisement for further consideration at their next meeting. 
 
The meeting was then adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karl Frantz 
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