
Minutes  
Village of Shorewood Hills 

PARKS COMMITTEE 
 

Monday, April 13th, 2015 
Village Hall - 810 Shorewood Blvd 

 
1) Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 5:38 pm. 

a) Roll Call – Members present:  Sue Denholm (acting chair with Tim Rikkers absent), 
Nancy Heiden, Georgene Stratman, Roma Lenehan and David Boutwell.  Also present:  
Village Forester Corey George and Village Administrator Karl Franzt. 

b)  Note Compliance with Open Meeting Law – Meeting was properly posted. 

c) Approve Previous Minutes – Minutes from February 9th, 2015 meeting were approved. 

2) Arbor Day Event – Mr. George informed the Parks Committee that Arbor Day Celebration 
will take place on Friday, April 24th from 1 pm to 3:30 pm.  Seven trees will be planted by the 
Village and students at Shorewood Elementary School.  The trees will be planted on the 
Columbia Road side of the school, some in the Village terrace and some on the school 
grounds.  Madison Gas & Electric is donating 2 of the 7 trees and will provide 2-4 volunteers 
from their staff.  Urban Tree Alliance is also planning to send volunteers from their staff, as 
they’ve done in the past.  Mr. Boutwell offered to help with the event set-up. Mr. George said 
he will likely have 2-3 interns available to assist as well. 
 

3) Love Madison Event – Mr. George informed the Parks Committee that the Love Madison 
Event is scheduled for May 3rd from 9am to noon.  Ms. Stratman and Ms. Denholm offered to 
bring food and drinks and help with the set-up in the morning.  Mr. Boutwell and Ms. 
Denholm offered to help lead groups of volunteers.  Ms. Denholm will provide some kid-
friendly projects.  The committee discussed the following projects for the volunteers:  garlic 
mustard pulling, tree planting, and trash pickup.  There was also a discussion about the future 
of the Love Madison Event in Shorewood Hills.  The committee wonders if there are other 
communities or projects that would benefit more from these wonderful volunteers. 
 

4) AT&T Plaza Development Plan – Karl Franz joined the Parks Committee in a discussion 
and review of updated illustrations of FLAD Development project plans.  Mr. Boutwell 
suggested the committee revisit our prior position from the December 8th, 2014 agenda item 
discussion.  Upon further conversation, Ms. Denholm offered to draft an updated statement. 

 
The following statement was unanimously approved by the Parks Committee:  

 
With regard to the Shorewood Boulevard Entrance, the Parks Committee continues to 
recommend preservation of the Village green space with its stone wall, maturing trees and 
open undeveloped area around it.  The Parks Committee members consider the openness of 
that corner to be an important aesthetic asset.  The Parks Committee does not support a 
building of the mass, scale and proximity of the FLAD proposal at AT&T Plaza in proportion 
to the Village entryway green space.   

                   
 
 
 



5) Forestry and Parks Website – The item was briefly discussed and then deferred as an 
agenda topic for a future Parks Committee meeting, perhaps at the May 11th Parks Committee 
meeting or later in the Fall/ Winter season. 

 
6) Invasive Species List – Mr. Boutwell suggested the possibility of expanding the invasive 

plants currently featured on the Forestry & Parks tab on the Shorewood Hills website.  Ms. 
Lenehan suggested adding invasive Burdock due to its harm to birds and bats.  Mr. Franz 
informed the Parks Committee that Madison Scuba will lead an effort to remove invasive 
aquatic Asian Milfoil at McKenna. 

  
7) Parks Restoration Projects – The Forester briefly updated the Parks Committee on several 

park restoration projects.  A few residents adjacent to Four Corners Park were shocked by the 
openness of the park after invasive tree and shrub species were removed this winter.  The 
committee suggested to Mr. George that he consider contacting residents beforehand to 
educate and make aware of park restoration efforts.  Mr. George agreed, but he indicated that 
the project scope expanded quickly and there was very little time to contact people.  A 
contractor was performing planned and necessary removals of oak wilt infected oaks in Four 
Corners.  The weather (no snow and frozen ground) had created near perfect ground 
conditions, which is rare in a low lying, wooded park like Four Corners.  A decision was 
made to take advantage of the favorable conditions and have the contractor (who was already 
set up in the park) remove many of the invasive trees/shrubs in that area. 

 
8) Future Discussion Items – None were mentioned. 
 
9) Forester’s Report – There was not time to discuss the report. 

 
10) Meeting Adjourned at 7:18 pm 

Minutes taken by Dave Boutwell, Susan Denholm and Corey George 
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