
Village of Shorewood Hills 
Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees Draft Minutes 

Wednesday, August 6, 2014 
 

1. Call to Order   Village President Mark Sundquist called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. 
 
2. Roll Call   Members of the Board present were Mr. Sundquist and Trustees Felice 

Borisy-Rudin, Bob Hurley, Tim Rikkers, David Benforado and John Imes (the latter 
attended by speaker phone). Mark Lederer was excused. Village Attorney Matt Dregne of 
Stafford Rosenbaum and Village Clerk Cokie Albrecht were also in attendance. Three 
visitors were in the audience. 

 
3. Statement of Public Notice   Ms. Albrecht confirmed the meeting had been properly 

posted and noticed. 
 
4. Procedures Orientation   There was none tonight. 
 
5. Appearances and Communications   There were none tonight. 
 
6. Board Matters  
 A. New Business Resolutions and Motions 

i) Consider approval of advisory referendum language regarding a new lease with 
the Blackhawk Country Club (BCC) for inclusion on the November 2014 ballot   
The Trustees discussed whether they would include the following language as a 
referendum question on the November 4, 2014 General Election ballot: 
 

“Do you recommend that the Village of Shorewood Hills approves a new lease 
agreement with Blackhawk Country Club, Inc., for the Blackhawk Golf Course 
property, having an initial 20 year term, with an option for a 10 year renewal, and 
other terms and conditions approved by the Village Board?” 
 

Mr. Rikkers outlined the financial features of the lease being considered: a base rent of 
$100,000; an increase in the base rent annually as the Club’s net membership increases: 
$400/new golfing member and $100/new social member; and access to land that BCC 
controls under the current lease for the construction of a DPW storage building. Ms. 
Borisy-Rudin expressed concern that the terms of the proposed lease had not been agreed 
upon yet and the referendum language did not give the voters enough information to 
make an informed decision. Wisconsin statutes require that the language of a referendum 
question must be submitted to the appropriate county clerk by 70 days prior to the 
election. Mr. Dregne said that if the referendum question regarding the BCC lease were 
to appear on the November 4, 2014 General Election ballot, the deadline for the submittal 
of the wording to the Dane County Clerk is August 27, 2014. A possible scenario would 
be to submit the proposed referendum language to the Dane County Clerk by the August 
27 deadline while the Trustees and Village’s BCC Lease Negotiating Committee 
continued to work with the Club to develop an agreed-upon lease by a specific date prior 
to the election. Mr. Dregne said the entire lease text could not be included on the ballot. 
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Instead, once an acceptable lease was developed, the Village would undertake a 
campaign to notify the public that the lease terms were available for review and 
discussion. The text of the lease could be included on the Village website, in the Village 
Bulletin, etc., so residents would have information needed to cast an informed vote. Some 
of the Trustees expressed concern that that timeframe was too short: those not on the 
BCC Committee said they were not informed of the recent changes to the proposed lease 
until this evening; the Trustees had received BCC’s counter proposal only this afternoon 
and had not had time to review it. 
ii) Closed Session At 8:30 p.m., Mr. Sundquist announced that the Board would consider 
going into Closed Session as per §19.85(1)(e) of the Wisconsin State Statutes due to 
bargaining reasons and may reconvene to open session as per Wisconsin State Statutes 
19.85(2) to address any business that may be the result of the deliberations made in 
closed session (Blackhawk Country Club lease negotiations). The roll call vote was: Mr. 
Sundquist – yes; Ms. Borisy-Rudin – yes; Mr. Benforado – yes; Mr. Rikkers – yes; Mr. 
Imes – yes; and Mr. Hurley – yes.  Mr. Dregne, Fred Wade, member of the Blackhawk 
Country Club Lease Negotiation Committee, and Ms. Albrecht were asked to stay. The 
remaining attendees left the meeting. 
 
While in Closed Session the Trustees discussed the BCC lease and referendum question. 
They decided that the timing was too short to permit the inclusion of a referendum 
question regarding the lease on the November 4, 2014 ballot. 
 
Open Session   Mr. Sundquist announced that the Board would adjourn from Closed 
Session. 

 
7. Adjourn   Meeting adjourned at 10:16 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Colleen Boyle Albrecht 
Village Clerk 
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