HARDEN YOUR HOME/VEHICLE FROM BURGLARY

Warmer weather brings more people are out and about. There is also a rise in the burglary rate
each year. You as a Shorewood Hills resident can help assist with prevention and reduction of
these crimes.

The two most important things you can do to secure your property are lock it up and make sure
nothing is in plain sight. In your car, that includes change in your center console, GPS units,
packages, etc. As for your home, bikes, toys, or yard equipment should be locked up or secured
when not in use. Be mindful of the garage door being left open for extended periods of time.
These situations are an invitation to the opportunistic thief.

The next thing you can do to aid in preventing theft of your property is install deadbolts on all of
your doors. Deadbolts are thick locks and make it much harder to break into homes. Also think
about installing motion-sensing lights. This type of light tends to stop criminals from
approaching a home and will alert you to any strange movement at night. The final security
feature to consider is window vent locks which allow a window to be opened for ventilation, but
not opened far enough for someone to crawl through.

Properly securing and taking care of your property will help in the effort to reduce break-ins and
burglaries throughout the year. With your help and the efforts of the Shorewood Hills Police, we
can help prevent these crimes together as a community. Additional tips include:

e Secure all entry doors, sliding glass doors and window in your home at night and when away.

e Do not leave valuables or keys in your vehicle(s).

e Contact the U.S. Postal Service, newspaper delivery, and the Shorewood Hills Police when
going out of town. A Vacation Security Report form can be found on the Village’s website or
at the Village Hall.

e Inform trusted neighbors when you will be away and have them check on your home.

e Leave lights on or buy light timers so others think you are home. Lighting is the most cost
effective security you have.

e Remove or trim trees/shrubs that may hide windows to your home and provide screening
from view for a potential burglar.

e Take pictures of valuables and record serial numbers if the items have them.

e Contact the Shorewood Hills Police if you notice something out of place.

Thank you for helping to keep the Village a safe place to live.
- Shorewood Hills Police Department
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