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Village of Shorewood Hills 

Services Committee 
Meeting on June 9, 2016 (Approved at July 14, 2016 meeting) 

 

Six members were present, including Chairperson Fred Wade, David Logan, Bill Munkwitz, 

Charlie Field, Jerry Stein and Bill Muehl. Georgene Stratman arrived a few minutes late. Others 

present were Village Administrator Karl Frantz, Village Engineer Brian Berquist, and Consultant 

Rod Holt. 

 

1a. Compliance With Open Meetings Law: Karl Frantz noted compliance. 

1b. Approval of Minutes: Approval of the minutes for December 15 was deferred. 

2. Consideration of Revised Building, Site Plan and Cost Estimates for Construction of a 

Village Cold Storage Facility: 

 

Introduction by Karl Frantz 
 

Karl Frantz introduced the discussion of the draft site and building plan, and cost estimates for 

the revised plan, by noting that the plan prepared by Brian Berquist calls for a 6,000 square foot 

facility (100 feet wide and 60 feet deep) at an estimated cost of $525,000. He noted that the 

estimated cost would be more than the $300,000 budgeted for the facility, but in line with an 

earlier estimate of $500,000. He added that there might be some ways to cut the cost, but it 

would not be the building that the staff believes is needed. 

 

The Village currently leases 4,000 square feet for storage from Tom Degan for about $25-26,000 

in annual rent. The rent could be redirected to cover part of the debt service on a new facility, 

and the current lease is scheduled to terminate in February of 2018. 

 

The site for the facility lies between the railroad tracks to the North and Old Middleton Road to 

the South. The facility would be built to the east of the existing Salt Storage Shed, with a parking 

lot to the east of the new facility. 

 

Review of Site Plan by Brian Berquist  
 

Brian Berquist reviewed the site plan and exterior features of the proposed facility, noting among 

other things: 

* The Need for an Eight Foot Retaining Wall: The slope of the site would require the 

construction of an eight foot retaining wall of reinforced concrete on the north side of the 

building, which would serve as the foundation for the north wall of the facility. This wall would 

face the Blackhawk Country Club, the bicycle path and the railroad tracks. The need for this wall 

is a main reason for the increase in the estimated cost of the facility. A smaller retaining wall 

would be required to support the parking lot for the facility, which would be located to the east 

of the cold storage facility. One Committee member was concerned that the large retaining wall 

might be "perfect for tagging." 

* The Need for a Variance: Current zoning calls for a 25 foot setback on all sides, but that 

would require removal of a tree along Old Middleton Road that is worth preserving. Allowing 

room for a horseshoe driveway around the tree on the South side of the proposed facility, the 
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proposed building would encroach on the rear setback on the North Side near the bicycle path 

and the railroad tracks, and would require a variance. 

* The Need for a Sewer Connection: The plan calls for floor drains to be connected to a sewer 

line that is 170 feet away. Although no water service is planned at this time, the sewer 

connection would be necessary to handle snow melt from Village trucks.  

* The Plan for a Skylight: The plan calls for a south-facing skylight. This would involve an 

additional cost of $10,000 to $15,000. 

* Additional Comments and Recommendations: Although no heat or water service is 

contemplated at the present time, Brian recommended that the Village put in laterals to permit 

future water service, and install sleeves that could accommodate future water and electrical 

service. He noted that the plan calls for three inch blanket insulation that would keep interior 

temperatures more temperate and prevent condensation on the roof. He added that runoff from 

the roof would be captured in rain barrels. 

 

Review of the Interior Plan by Rod Holt 
 

Rod Holt reviewed interior plan, noting among other things: 

* Recommendation for Steel Frame Construction: Mr. Holt recommended steel frame 

construction because it would be more durable and could "last 100 years." He said this option 

would also make the interior space more flexible by eliminating interior columns. However, this 

recommendation is, in addition to the need for a retaining wall, a major factor driving the 

increase in the estimated cost of the facility. 

A post frame building could be built at a lower cost, but it would require interior columns to 

support the roof, in contrast to "the clear span" which steel frame construction would permit. 

Brian said he did not see a post frame building as a good option, because it would not last as 

long, and would make use of the interior less flexible. 

* Recommendation for Four Bay Doors Along South Side: The proposal calls for four 

fourteen foot wide bay doors along the South wall of the facility. Each bay door would open into 

an area of about 1,500 square feet of storage area. 

The three eastern bays would provide a total of 4,500 square feet of storage for the Department 

of Public Works. The clear span permitted by use of a steel frame would allow the crew to raise a 

dump truck bed inside the building where, a post frame would not provide enough height for that 

to be done. 

The western bay would provide 1,500 square feet of storage for the Police Department. The plan 

calls for this space to be used for the secure storage of impounded bicycles and evidence, with 

sufficient additional capacity for the secure impoundment of a vehicle if that should become 

necessary. The current storage facility that the Village is renting is not a secure facility. 

* Proposed Mezzanine: The plan calls for a mezzanine to be constructed above part of the 

Police Department's area and for small items such as spare pipe and valves that might be needed 

in the event of a water main break. 

Committee Consideration and Action 
A number of Committee members asked questions that are reflected in the summary noted 

above. Members expressed the view that the revised plan would meet the needs identified by the 

staff, and that it would be better to proceed with construction sooner, rather than later, in order to 

take advantage of continued low interest rates. 
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A motion was made by Jerry Stein, and seconded by Bill Muehl, that the Committee recommend 

the proposed facility to the Board for its consideration, and for decisions on the steps that may be 

necessary to proceed with the authorization, bidding and construction of the facility. The motion 

passed 7-0. 

3. Updates Regarding Use of the DPW Building and Plans for the Village Board to Conduct 

a Special Working Session on Planning for Village Facilities and Needs in August  
The Committee was given an update on plans to use a portion of the DPW building for a library 

and for an after school homework area. No action was required. 

The Committee was also advised that the Village Board is planning a special working session on 

planning for Village facilities and needs, which would include consideration of the pool, the 

community center and the DPW building, in addition to the proposed cold storage facility. The 

working session is scheduled for Tuesday, August 2. 

4. Next Meeting July 14, 2016 at 3:30 pm. 

The Committee will meet on July 14, 2016, to consider Village facilities and needs to assist the 

Village Board with input for the special working session on Village facilities and needs. 

5. The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Fred Wade 


